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ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


COOPERATIVE CATALOGING 


Acting upon a promise made in his address before the Associa- 
tion of Honorary Consultants, the Director has formally approached 
the Library of Congress with a proposal that the Army Medical Library 
resume the cooperative cataloging arrangements suspended in the 
spring of 1948. A list of variations in cataloging practice has been 
submitted with the proposal as a basis for discussion. 


The Army Medical Library wishes to preserve the simplified 
practices which will enable it to catalog its books with greater speed. 
At the same time, it is anxious to again fill its responsibilities to other 
medical libraries dependent upon the Library of Congress for library 
cards, It is hoped that the two libraries, which agree thoroughly in 
principle, may establish a working agreement in the very near future. 


NEW BUILDING PLANS 


With the assurance from the General Services Administrator that 
his agency would budget for and construct a new building for the Army 
Medical Library, the question of location takes on a new urgency. In 
order that authorizing legislation may be presented at the next session 
of the Congress, an early general agreement among the agencies in- 
terested in this question is essential. The Association of Honorary 
Consultants at their annual meeting agreed that the question of location 
should not be allowed to impede the Library’s progress towards its 
new building. The Surgeon General’s decision will.be made with full 


a of the many aspects of service, security and national econ- 
y. 


CHANGES IN LIBRARY ORGANIZATION 


The following changes in the organization of the Lib 
been put into effect: . ibrary have 
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The Office of the Librarian has been abolished and a new position 
‘‘Assistant to the Director’’ has been created. Mr. Scott Adams has 
been selected to fill this position. 


The Administrative Division has been established, consisting of 
the Fiscal, Service and Supply, and Mail and Records Sections. Mr, 
Sam W. Roberts is the Chief of this Division. 


MEDICAL INDEX COMMITTEE 


The Surgeon General’s Committee to Study Medical Indexes, re 
constituted by S.G.O. Office Order No. 51, 29 September 1949, with 
Dr. Chauncey D. Leake as Chairman and Dr. Basil G. Bibby, of the 
Eastman Dental Foundation, and Mr. Verner W. Clapp, of the Library 
of Congress, as additional members, again has been reconstituted by 
S.G.O. Office Order No. 56, 31 October 1949. Dr. Morris Fishbein 
and Colonel Joseph H. McNinch, Medical Corps, have been made voting 
members, and Major Frank B. Rogers, Medical Corps, has been made 
an ex officio member. 


The next meeting of this Committee is scheduled for 16 Decem- 
ber 1949 at the Army Medical Library. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIA MEDICA CECHOSLOVACA 


Adding to the growing list of indexes to national medical litera- 
tures, the Czech Center of Medical Documentation, a section of the } 
Ministry of Information, has issued the first of an annual series of 
indexes covering Czech contributions to medical literature for 1947, 
There are approximately 2,480 articles and monographs listed, The 
publication is arranged by the Universal Decimal Classification and 
has a supplemental author and subject index. 


COMMITTEE ON SCOPE 


The definition of scope and coverage for the Library’s collec- 
tions is a continuing problem which affects closely its relations with 
other federal libraries as well as the course of its own development. 
In order to provide for discussion and planning, a Committee on Scope 
and Coverage has been established under the chairmanship of Miss 
Estelle Brodman, Chief of the Reference Division. Mr. Joseph A. 
Groesbeck, Chief of the Acquisition Division, and Mr. Scott Adams, 
Assistant to the Director, are the Committee’s other members. 





ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY NEWS 


This Committee has been asked to consider the desirable scope 
and coverage of current collecting policies and to consider as well 
problems of scope and coverage presented by the materials already 
in the Library’s collections. A report from this Committee is due 
$1 March 1950. 


BINDING STUDIO NOTE 


The Binding Studio at the History of Medicine Division has just 
begun a new treatment of the Library’s modern leather bindings. A 
seven per cent aqueous solution of potassium lactate is being applied 
to the leather to prevent deterioration over the years. This treatment 
is necessitated by the modern methods of dyeing leather (those in use 
since about 1870) which remove certain elements from the leather. 
The potassium lactate solution restores these elements so that it can 
neutralize the action of leather’s worst enemy, the sulphuric acid 
which is formed when sulphur dioxide is absorbed from the atmosphere. 
Older leather bindings contain the proper elements to protect them 
against the action of sulphuric acid, so they need not be given the new 
treatment. 


This method of treating modern leathers is in use at the British 
Museum. According to their experiments, books treated with the solu- 
tion show no deterioration after twenty years, while books not treated 
have begun to show signs of decay. One treatment with the potassium 
lactate solution seems to be all that is necessary; it does not have to 
be applied periodically as does oil. This treatment does not eliminate 
the necessity for oiling leather bindings; oil is still necessary to pre- 
vent drying out of the leather. 


The British Museum has issued a pamphlet on the subject of 
the preservation of leather bindings with potassium lactate solution. 
Written by H. J. Plenderleith, it is called Preservation of Leather 
Bookbindings, and was first published in 1946. 





EXHIBIT 


The exhibit ‘‘Pioneers of Military Preventive Medicine, U.S. 
Army,’’ which was assembled for the American Public Health Associ- 
ation Convention in New York City, 24-28 October, is now set up in 
the Army Medical Museum. It is in honor of Benjamin Waterhouse, 
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Carl R. Darnall, George M. Sternberg, William C. Gorgas, William A, 
Hammond, Walter Reed, James Tilton, John S. Billings, and Fredericky 
F. Russell, and contains examples of their contributions. The exhibit 
case is backed by portraits of the nine men and by a panel of montageg 
of the Army Medical Library-Armed Forces Institute of Pathology” 
Building and a view of the Army Medical Center. 


The Reference Section of the Army Medical Library participated 
in the selection of materials to be shown in the exhibit. 


STAFF NOTES 


The Director participated in the Conference of the Surgeon Gener @ 
al with Commanders of Medical Centers and Named General Hospitalg 
and Army Surgeons, held in the Surgeon General’s Office, Main Naw & 
Building, 8 to 12 November. Major Rogers spoke on Tuesday after # 
noon, 8 November, on the subject ‘‘Services available from the Armp® 
Medical Library.”’ | 


Miss M. Ruth MacDonald, Chief of the Catalog Division, was if 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, 9 to 12 November, at the Midwest Regional’ 
A.L.A. Conference, to attend meetings of the Nominating Committee, 
of which she is a member. 

On Monday, 14 November, Miss MacDonald spoke on cataloging 
to the library school class at Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, New York, §@ 


Mr. Karl A. Baer, of the Reference Division, has accepted an it 
vitation from Dr. William Fitzgerald, Dean of the Peabody Library 
School, Nashville, Tennessee, to teach a course in cataloging there 
during the coming summer session, 14 June to 14 July 1950. 


POSITION VACANCY 


Applications are solicited for the position of Head of the Sub 
ject Cataloging Section, Catalog Division. This position is in Civil 
Service grade GS-11 which has a salary range of $5,400 to $6,400. 


The requirements, in addition to those specified by the Civil 
Service Commision, are demonstrated ability to administer a catalog- 
ing program, knowledge of modern foreign languages, and familiarity 
with medical subject fields. 


Interested individuals are invited to write to the Personnel ~ 
Officer, Army Medical Library, for further information. 











